
Welcome to 
The Flemington
Lyceum Society

Flemington Borough, NJ



The Future of Flemington:
Envisioning a Town We All

Build Together

Tonight’s Lecture:



But first, some history!



A civic “classroom”
Open to all, not just elites
Lecture-centered learning
Politics “barred with
ostentatious firmness”
Reform-friendly without
being radical

What was the American Lyceum?



A "Community-Owned" institution
National network, Local Impact
Boosted public school development
Training ground for orators
“Mental Exercise” as entertainment
Moral uplift was central
Declined as mass media rose

What was the American Lyceum?



Eureka!





Hunterdon County
Republican

24 Nov 1915 p1, c3





What
happened?

Economic

A Story in Two Parts

People

Flemington, NJ



Liberty Village

Photo Source: 
Furst , C. (2023, May 28). Remembering Liberty Village as the nation’s oldest outlet
mall awaits demolition. NJ.com. https://www.nj.com/news/2023/05/remembering-
liberty-village-as-the-nations-oldest-outlet-mall-awaits-demolition.html

2020



The Union Hotel

2021
1887-2007



   Akron,OH

South Bend, IN        Greenville, SC

BethleheM, PA    

























































Discussion:
What does a thriving Flemington look like to you?

As these projects move forward, what small, concrete steps can we
take as neighbors to make Flemington stronger?

What role can everyday residents play in making sure these new
investments benefit the whole community?

What part of Flemington’s story do you most want to help write from
here?



Thank you for
attending!

Join us on October 13th!

"The Role of the Arts in Supporting 
Creative Civic Participation"

The Flemington Lyceum Society
Ideas Worth Sharing. Community Worth Building.

LOCATION  

Hunterdon County 

Chamber of Commerce


